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'V.—The Hurqn-Troquois of Canadu, a Typical Rare of American. Aborigines.

&

* By Danier ‘WiLsox, LL.D, F.R.S.E,_,,Presidént of University College, Toronto. - . | a
o N : .» (MM&Y% 1884) o ) ' o ' . AR o i,

: In a previous commnmca.tlon to the Roya] Socxety of Canada.l submxtted some 0'eneral o .
\h““comtdéﬁﬁmf the ethnical characteristics, and of the condition and relative sta,’cus, of the. . .| . a e 3
o aborigines of North America. In that, I'aimed 4t a brief summary of their general aspect - Lo LT Ty

: . as the mdlgenous ‘American stock upon. whom during the last:three and a half centuries” . e e &

_ﬁxe fame. Arya.n race has intruded, which in older- and prehlstonc centuries- dlsplaced R a0 5

" indigenous races of Em'ope not without some analogous results. I now propose to  glance .

_at one of the moist charactenstlc types of the Amencan abonrrmes, ‘which appears, according - : L
4 to their own, tradmons, to Be of Canadian origin ; and which, as one important branchof - L e B
the comimon stock, cla.lms our special consxderanon as preemmentrly the historical natzve : o e T
race of Canada. ' - . S A .
- "I have already submxtted the reasonings by. w}nch I have been led t.o the conclusmn‘ ' o T
"that thronghout the whole North A?a.nm%utmm from the Arctic circle to the Mexlcan S L s
.. .. .. Gulf no trace has been recovered of the ‘previous existence of anythmlr that properly - . - s
" admits of the term “native civilization.” ‘The rude arts of Europe’s stone age belong toa =~~~
* period lying far hehind 1ts remotest tradltlons unless we appeal to the mythic allusions of -
. Hesiod, or to such. poetic imaginings as the “Prometheus” of Zschylus. - But all a.va.llf ‘
able evidence thus far serves to show that the condition of the native tribes throughout -
the whole area of this northern continent has never advanced beyond the stage which
finds its apt illustration i in the rude arts of. then' stone period, including the mdlmentary
efforts at tm-mn«r to account theu' ample resources of native copper thhont ind use
“of fire. - . : L .
. But this umfonmty in the. condltlon and acqmrements of the native tnbes, and the ’ IR L
* . consequent resemblance in their arts habits, and mode of life, have been the fruitful source ' -
of mxslea.dmg assumptlons Everywhere the early European explorers met only rude
" hunting and warring tribes, exhibiting such slight variations in all that first attracts the
'eye of the most observant traveller; that an exaggerated idea of thexr ethnical uniformity
+ was ‘the not nnnatural result.. So soon as the systematlzmn's of the ethnologist led to )
the dlﬂ'erentlatlon of races, the American type was placed apart as at once uulform and - R
~distinctive ; and, strange as it may tiow seem, this idea found nowhere such ready favour: - '
.8 among those who had the fullest access to the evidence by which its truth could be -
5 tested. It was the most lmportant and comprehensive induction of the author of «Crania
Americana,” as the fruit of his conscientious researches in Americari craniology. The authors
of £ Indxgenous Races of the Earth” and:“Types of Mankind,” no less unhesitatingly
aﬁrmed tha.t “ ldentlcal char&cters pervade all the American races, ancient and modern, over -
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"‘Cartier two brief vocabulsried of their lsuguage, which, thongh obecured probably in

.7 the press, ‘Jeave no doubt that the people spoketﬂnron-lzoqm dislect. To wh:ch of -

T -"< thednmonswbelongedmnotsoobvms The lﬂguges, in the yaricus dialects, differ

e only slightly in ‘most 'of -thy words. which' Cartier gives.  Sometitaes they agree with
- Huron, and sometimes with Iroguois éqnivalents. The nswe of Hochelaga, “ st the’

_ mthertha.nanlroqnols dialect. ' But there was. prohoblyleu d;ferembetwmthetwo s
- 4lien, than ‘at'the more recent dstes of thexrcomptmon. Indenblgwﬁhmm o

compurahve analysis of the vocabnlary supplied by Cartiér, en ying the results of long. . "
- carefal study. He has familiarized himself with the Hnm lnnguge by. personal’ -
" 'intercourse with. members of the little band of civilized ‘Wyandots, seitled on their reserve. - -

- tion. from ‘other ‘members of . the mde}y senttered race, probably pxesenta the nearest
apprbnmatmn to ‘the original forms of the uative tongue, as- spoken- on ‘the Island of
- Montreal and the lower St. Lawrence, In the followmg coinparstive tsble the Wymdot o
‘equivalents t to the words fnmlsbed in Cartier's lists wre plaeed along ndaeof then, soasto

' has to be made for varieties of dialect among the old occupants of the lower vdley of the
St.. Lawrence, and 'also. for thechanges wrought on the Huron language in the lapee of

B intermixture withother peoples. The habit of recruiting theirdumbers by the' sdoption of
L pnsoners and broken tribes could not, fail to exercise some influemce on thecommon )

the other hand, the » is strena-thened by a d sound, as in Cartier’s prégnant term Canada,-

‘other instances. When the spelling of Cartier's words varies in different places or editions
- of his narrative, the various forms are here given.. In writing ‘the Wyandot words- the
' consonants are used with their English sounds, except that the ; is to be prono‘udeed a8
- in French (English z in *“azure”), and & has the sound of the French nxsa.} n, Tlle v0wels v
ha\e the same sounds as in Italian and German. .
Some of the Wyandot words placed in the followmg hsts ;longs:de of those fumuhed .
by Cartier are not, as will he seen, transformations of the old. forms, but synonyms, or-
equivalents now in use. - Others, however, show the changes wehich have faken place, -
under the-novel circumstances which have affected the’ scatte'red Huron fugitives in ‘the -
: mtervs}.‘(f npwarde of three~cépturies. This is parhcnhrly noticeable in the nnmemls. o
- where'the greater number of thie modem words are mperfect abbreviations of theongmd

" forms. - This process of phoneti¢ chanrrc- and decay is more fully ﬂlnstnted in subbequent -
tablos of Haron:lroquois nnmerak ’ ‘

N

the natxveWymdot hmtomm they were: andohor Hutuu, nn(l Semecu. Thtthq o
were’ﬂuron-lmqnom,at anrnte and notA}gnh-o,w u-dﬂymm Weowato . ...

tkear ongmal transcription; and corrupted by. Msetnmhtenuou‘m their Mennce to

beaver-dam.” is Huron, and the. agreement as & whole pmpondemtea in favor of a Hurom' N

_branch of philo, ical ev:denoe, I owe to the kmdm of my ﬁ'iend,xr, Horatio Hale,» -

st Anderdon, in Western Ontario. The langwage thus preserved by then, after long separs- . '
"~ admit of easy comparisen. ‘The: ‘resemblances which are discernible to the expemenced'f._»'
phﬂolog;st may not strike the genera} reader with the Ilke force of conviction: Allowance
‘three and a half centuries, not snnply by time, but also as the result of intercourse and -

" tongue: - The k or.hard g of Cartier is, in the Wyandot, frequently softened to 2 y; and on .. L

. the old Hochelaga word for a town, which has become in the Wyandot Yaadata ; and soin
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N - A Coxmm'nvn Vocnwumr or ‘"WORDS IN THE . Lmeman OF Hommm AND

) _eschehenda ......

. agouguenehonde............
onclndimccn, ochedasco..

................................

addegesta

o CRIOENOM ..oeeeenrrsrenn et was
; undeguezy (couleuvre) .....

(mum, ‘AS GIVEN BY Cnmna, AND THE CORRESPONDING WORDS IN THE Lumumn
oF 'mt WyaNpor (0R WENDAT) INDIANS RESIDING ON: THE RESERVE IN THE TowN-
smr ov Axmmnon,, Nm Aunnmmmu, Om'uuo BY Mn HORA'I‘IO HALE
j Cnr_m‘n. antm
S oskat) Lo Lt
.| shefik. . .
- dik, or ndak.
na wssh )
waji, orwa)i.
teutaré.
steré. . :
-entrof. - . - . 1

.i.|. ahséB, or asad. .

tenditawahsefi. -

|. shenkiwahsefi, ~ °
| skatamendjawe;
‘safigwat. :

. ayeskutafi (my h. )

yeyefitsa (my f)
yahkwefida. -

- yehofita, yasfits (my e.)
: yeskareut (my m.)

yeskofishya (my t.)

- yendashya (my t. )
. yeyoiishya, yeyofiske (my f)
‘ayerushm (my b.) :

yeya'sys, hajasha.
yesemeiita:(my b.)
yenoiita (my L)

* yashita (my f.):
. yorasd. & -
 yegyayi, hafigis. '

&ta, yeehta (my n.)

‘rume (homo), hagyihﬁn (v rr)

utehkye, utéhkiefi.

" meitséfitia,
yawitsinoha,

. shigha, -.

" rashyu.

oneitha. _
tsafidusti, or takadusti.
owahtra.”

‘yefitsofl.

hahtayi.

tyugentsi (snake).

.| “utahta (wood), yaronta (tree)
" undrahta. ..

b i
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A COMPARATIVE VOCABULARY OF WORDS, ETC.—Coméinied,

" CARTIER.

aionnésta (stag¥, asquenondo (doe) ....| .
‘sourhamds 7..;.,;. y

.\ .ondét (earth), omefitea (world)..'

o reroev| " wasuiteyi.yandishra (nightsun)

-l siguehioham. ... vini. eeiieesiaiiieienen| ¢ tishyolls | S e

" cshoba, cahena, cakona ....... I yaors, jukwas. .
e .| $uiitare, tarijfiye.

yawends. °. .

difiyehts, difiyehta. -

i addathy ... eeeninces haista, haistad.

My motlier'......... adanahoe, adhanaoe. .... . aneall, and'efi:

My brother .........  addagmin......cccoomrvciecreiennnnnnie..|  he'yeai.
adhoasséue, addasene ; | eyd'al,
sotone............ ‘ , ieer| uskwaBirall.

...l tewariwakwe. |
-. - ‘cahezem . kyeskwstandi. -
thegoaca. : oo yendrawa,
‘ i . nyiterd (friend). .
yetake, tiarahtat.

..\ hayuwinefis. ’

" auhena . | wasuiiteye.- )
adeyahon ... meteye, mentahiof.
annedda .... eeeeeiends o wereeer.| ‘handehta.

. , . LT N
. When Champlain followed Cartier into the St. Lawrence after an interval of sixty-
eight years. the well-fortified towns had disappeared, along with their builders, and the few
occupants of ephemeral birch-bark wigwams beionged to'andtﬁer race.” Had he been curious
to learn the facts of an event, then so recent. there could have.been no diﬂiculfy,ih recover- .
ing the history of the exodus of the Hochelagans. Baut it had no interest for the French .
adventurers of that day ; and the idea most generally favoured by recent writers ascribes
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£, w—no labials of sny kind”! The statement, o fat as the Mohawk infacits are con- ~

 ‘eerned, is open to further inqairy; but Dr, Oronhyatekha, the Mobawk referred to, and =

-

to ‘whom 1 have been' largely indebted in this and other researches in' Indisn philology; -

not ‘only rejects the six letters already hamed, but.alsoc, g, 4 . The alphsbet is thus

““ Mohawk” would seem to- pi:o'v‘g _the_phé'of 't;héflabis-l‘.‘ ‘But it is.of foreign origin, .

" reduced to seventeen letters. - Professor Max Millet notes' in passing, that the !mne o

. though possibly derived from their own oegwelokough, pegple. - The name employed by
. themselves is**Canienga.” The practice of ‘speaking without ever closing the lips.is R
B <_a.n‘,é.éqn'irgd habit- of later origin than the forms. of the parent tongue. A comparison of -

any of the Iroquois dialects with the Huron as still spoken by the Wyandots of Ontario, . -
‘shows the i in use by the latter in what is no doubt s surviving example of the oldest form -

‘of the Huron-Iroquois language.  This Huron m frequently becomes w in the Troquois .-

| dilects! . ., shtabndiane, " one brundred,” becomen in Mohawk hodrengaweh; rume,
“ man,” Mohawk, ronke, ete. ‘These and other exawples of this interchangeable charac:

teristic of Indian '-IIhOiIQ'ié‘a'}f, and the process of substitution in the absence of lsbuls,are E

illnstrated in the table of 'H_liron-lro‘qdois.nqmeralsbon a subsequent page. - 'Phe habit ofs .
inyariably'ff’spéakiﬁg ‘with the lips open is the source of very curions. modifications in the

'~ Iroquois vocabularies when compared with that of ‘the Wyandots, - The m gives place to'

w, mar, nh; o whi'y 8lso to ku and skw, and so frequently c_hat:lglc‘a_'s_‘ ’t“he' ‘w‘l;qlethmér of .

“the word by the h’lbdjﬁcations’,iﬁ"giv‘e,s‘-risé-tq.‘ S e e :
" A comparison of the ;iu_mer_al’s of cognate languagés and dislects is always instructive; .

. and 'with the growing disposition of Américan philologists to turn to the Basques, as the

- only prehistoric ‘race of Earope that ‘has perpetuated the languags of an allophylian - :

* stéck with. possible analogies to the native languages of America, I have placed their =

- numerals along side of those of the ‘Huron-froquois. The permanency of the names for

numerals, and ‘their freedom from displacement :b.y synonyms, are seen in the umvemhty o

of oné series of names thronghout the whole ancient and modern Aryan languages of
Asia and Europe. But the Basque numerals bear no resemblance to them, uhless such be
‘traced-in the probably accidental resemblance of the bi, two, and the sei, * six,f";as-in the -
assem,  ten.” (decem), of. the old Hochelaga, the ahsen of the later Wyandots. ' The chws of

the Basque has also its remote, and probably accidental resemblance ; but the milla, “one

- thousand.” is certainly borrowed, and serves to show that the higher numerals, with the
évidence they afford of advancing civilization, were the result of intrasiye Aryan influ-

‘

ences. - With the growing tendency to turn to the. prehistoric Iberians of Enrope.as one . -

- POssible key to the origin of the Taces'and languages of Americs, it is well to keep this test
in view for comparison with the widely'_\'gryin‘g native numerals. But the corréspondence .-
is slight, even with probable Turanian congeners. - One B’isciyan‘fompof.u three,” hirwm,. .-
is not unlike the Magryar-harom ; while t'he.v eyg, ‘“one,” of the lat&{, seems to find its

- counterpart in the inseparable particle that transforms the Basque radical kam, * ten,” into - .

" the hamaika, “ eleven.” But such fragmentary traces are in striking contrast to the radical

. agreement of Sanskrit, Zend, Greek, Latin, ‘Celtic, Slavonic, and Teutonic numerals. Mr.
Hale has drawn' my attention to the curious manner in ‘which the names of the first

- five Hochelaga numerals in Cartier's list are contracted and strengthened in the modern

o Imtures ‘on the Science of Lnﬁguage, 2nd Sér., p- 162.
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i Wyendot andsome qd'themodlﬁeatwnsmthelrt:quom dislects aré no less mterestxng. e
PR Swda,the Kochehg& “onme,” survives in the Onondega skadah, _while it becomes skatin-

.. ‘the modern Huron, the Cayugs, and the- Beneea ‘But in the eompoun&ed form of the .

‘Wymdot “one htmdred," *Mm, as in the Onondsga skedahdewmyachweh the ... -
" ... terminal- areappears ﬂg-umy the old form of “two,” is abndged and’ strengthened to .

" londi ;.asche, * three” {originally, in all probability, aschen, or, as'still in use by the Hurons
.of Lovette, aeh‘u,) sarvives as ahsunh or ahsenh in nearly all the Iroquom dmlects mclndmg
."the Tuscarora. In the: Nottowsy it is still discernible in the modified arsa.. ‘The exceptions

- - are the Senecs, ‘where it becomes sen, while one .Wyandot form is shenk ; which reappears - o '

" .in the Semeca cemponnded form of “thirty,” shenkwashen. Honnacon, _“four loses. both

" its initial and terminal syllables, snd becomes dak in'the Wyandot, and keik or kei,an S
- abbreviation of the Kohzwkkmrﬁ, in the Gayug'a and the Seneca dialects. - The ancient .’

3 iormo‘“ﬁve onm,haspnhallymrvrvedmtheﬂumouuch Itbeeomeswzd: wlmlc

" wish, or (in‘the Seneca) wis, in-all the Iroquois dislects,—the Wyandot and Cayugs once - .
. more sgreeing in. form. The iyaga, “seven,” of the old Hochelaga, nearly resembles the -
.. -jadak of several of the Iroqnom dialects; asin the’ Cayuga Jjadak, in the Tuscarora janak, and
in the Nottowayoyag' whereas.in_ theWyandot it is tsotave. - Theadrgue “exght'”mxts.' o
oldest iom. is saddaquh in the Mohawk, and dekrunh in the Caynga, -thh the substitution . =
of'thel forrxt becomes deklonk in the Oneida ; and after changing' to tekion in the Seneca, K

" aad nagvonh in the Tnscsrom, it reappears in the Nottoway as dekva. The ancient madellon,

o e nine,” cnrmdy surnves in abndged fm'm, with. the substitute: for ‘the labml m the .
-+ -Oneids wadlonk and. the Onondaga wadonh, whrle one Wyandot form is enron, and that of
. the Hurons of Lm:ette entson. -~ In the Hochelaga assem, “ ten,’ we have the old form which
. -i8 perpetuated in- the Wysndot dhsen, the. Onondaga and Caynga wasenh, the ‘Tuscarora
' wasunh, and the Nottoway washa ; while the Mohawk and the ‘Oneida have the diverse’
'-.oya-lh or oyelih, with the characteristic change of r into /.- The form of the Mohawk for .
“one thonmd,” oyei-ﬁmdewmmaweh is an mterestmo ﬂ}ustratxon of the progresslve .

: 'development of numbers. Na is proba.bly a contractlon of mlamh “ef them,” or “ of xt T
o the whole readmg “of them ten hundred.” . -

< In comparing the languages of the dxﬁ'erent members ‘of the . Iroqums confederacy

wrth the Wyandot or Huron, some of the facts. airea.dy noted in the history of the former

. have 1o be kept in view. Nearly two centuries and a half have transpired since the -
_three western nations of the confederacy, the Onondavas, Cayugas and Senecas received

_ great additions to their numbers by the successive adoption of Attiwendaronk, Huron,
. ‘and Erie captives, while the Canyengas, or. Mohawks, and the Oneidas remained unaf-
fected by such intrusions. There is direct evidence that the Onondaga language has

o nndergone great change ; as a Jesuit dictionary of the seventeenth century exists, which
. . shows a much nearer resemblance between the Mohawk and ‘Onondaga languages at

that date than now appears. Allowance must be made for similar changes affecting the.
Hurons in their enforced mgratlon from the St. Lawrence to their later homes. Here, as

in so: many other instances; 1t becomes mterestmg to’ note how the la.nwuage of a people '

- reflects its history. .
o In tracmg out slighter and ‘more remote resembla.nces snch as may be dlscerned ona

.>close scmxmy, where the vanatlon between the Hoche]aga and the modem “Wyandot

" Sec. T0, 1884, 1z
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