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725 Lane Street,
Topeka, Kansas, October 22, 1902.
Prof. J. N. B. Hewitt, |
Washington, D. C.,

My Dear Mr. Hewitt:

I am at home this week, on leave, before getting down to work at
"Kansas City, Mo., and write you frém here. |

In looking over my Wyandot Vocabulary 1 find that the(%yandot name

¥
for the Cherokees is Wah tah- yohcroh-noh €. You will notice that I have

used the letter "h" to end the syllables. I wrote my Wyandot Vocabulary
that way, but think I will change it when I make a copy for the press,
if I ever publish it. You can use any form you think best. The meaning
of this term in the Wy;ndot tongue is "a people who live in houses built
in the ground, or below the ground". The Wyandots say that the Cherokees
once lived in what is now Ohio, and had there walled forts and villages.
Some of these villages were, as they affirm, entirely roofed over, and
others partly so.” From these roofed villages the Wyandots gave them this
name, sc they say. Y

The Wyandots called the Senecas Tégg-yﬁhishéhn-yﬁhnégﬁh. The name

signifies "a house leaning over, i. e., leaning towards us"; some of the

Wyandots said "a long house leaning over", but most of them said only
§ / )1,»4 /' “‘) ')‘\"/ ' ?
house". ( Lo) w\. '}4,0 M 7& o ./k -
I was much pleased to read your "The Cosmogonic Gods of the Iroquois".
While the Wyandot account of the People who lived in Heaven, the Creation,
ThehTwins, etc., are a little different they are evidently but variations

of the original stories common to an ancieng tribe from which all the

Iroquoian tribes sprung. I have heard all the matters you treat in that



Paper discussed by the Wyandots, and some of them told the stories I got
from them very much as you have written; but in writing them out I used
the forms I considered the purést Wyandot.

The Idea that the earth, or handful of it, possessed 1life inherent
in itself, is strongly emphasized in the Wyandot Mythology; I have pre-
served the story of "What the Earth Said to the Dead Wafrior", being what
the earth or ground said to a warrior when he was buried.

I am much interested in the manuscripts you showed me, and trust
you will publish them soon. If there is anything I can send you to help
along let me know.

Yours truly,
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